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TAGS: PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CLOSING OF BUENOS AIRES DAILY 

REF: BA-4431 

1. DURING EARLY MORNING JULY 2 INSISTENT RUMOR THAT LA 
OPINION WAS ABOUT TO BE CLOSED DOWN CIRCULATED THROUGHOUT 
CITY. ACCORDING TO RUMOR, MRS. PERON HAD SIGNED DECREE 
ORDERING CLOSURE OF LA OPINION AND ONLY QUESTION LEFT 
WAS TIMING. REPORT SENT TREMORS THROUGH POLITICAL CIRCLES 
AND LOCAL PRESS WHO INTERPRETED THIS MOVE AS INDICATION OF 
HOW FAR LOPEZ REGA WAS WILT .TNG TO GO TO SETTLE CRISIS IN 
HIS FAVOR. EMBOFF CALLED LA OPINION AND WAS TOLD THAT 
SINCE JULY 1 KEY STAFFERS HAD BEEN RECEIVING CALLS FROM 
SYMPATHIZERS WITHIN GOA WARNING THEM OF POSSIBLE CLOSING 
OF PAPER AND PHYSICAL ACTS OFVIOLENCE AGAINST CERTAIN 
REPORTERS. EMBOFF TALKED BRIEFLY WITH HERIBERTO KAHN, 

LA OPINION TOPPOLITICAL COLUMNIST, DURING AFTERNOON OF 
JULY 2. KAHN SAID THAT "GOVERNMENT SOURCES" HAD AFFIRMED 
EXISTENCE OF DECREE BUT HAD ADDED THAT "FOR THE MOMENT" 
THERE WAS SOME HESITATION ABOUT APPLYING IT. THROUGH- 
OUT JULY 2 LA OPINION WAS DELUGED BY EXPRESSIONS OF 
SUPPORT FROM CONGRESSMEN, MILITARY OFFICERS AND OF 
COURSE VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE BUENOS AIRES PRESS CORPS. 
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2. KAHN HIMSELF HAS BECOME A FOCAL POINT FOR GOVERNMENT 
IRE SINCE IN LAST WEEK HE HASPUBLISHED SEVERAL EXCLUSIVE 
STORIES OUTLINING DETAILED AND ACCURATE ACCOUNTS OF 
POLITICAL INFIGHTING AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. HIS ARTICLE 

ON THE MASSERA-LOPEZ REGA CONFRONTATION (SEE REFTEL) 
BEING PERHAPS THE MOST EXPLOSIVE FROM GOA POINT OF 
VIEW. ONE LA OPINION STAFFER TOLD EMBASSY PRESS OFFICER 
THAT NAVAL OFFICERS HAD CALLED KAHN AND OFFERED HIM 
THEIR PROTECTION. 

3. PAPER ALLOWED TO PUBLISH EDITION OF JULY 3 AND LEAD 
OFF WITH EDITORIAL SAYING "FREEDOM OF PRESS EXISTS IN 
ARGENTINA BUT ONE MUST BE WILLING TO EXERCISE THAT 
FREEDOM". FOLLOWING APPEARANCE THIS MORNING WITH FEISTY 
DEFENSE OF PRESS FREEDOM, MOST FELT IMMEDIATE THREAT OF 
INTERVENTION OF PAPER HAD ENDED. HOWEVER, AROUND MID- 
DAY SECRETARY VILLONE'S OFFICE HAD ISSUED STATEMENT THAT 
LA OPINION HAD IN ITS RECENT ISSUES PERTURBED PUBLIC 
TRANQUILITY AND THEREFORE PRESS SECRETARIAT WAS GOING 
TO MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY TO INVOKE SANCTIONS PROVIDED FOR 
IN ANTI-SUBVERSION LAW-I.E. TO CLOSE IT. 

4. CLOSURE OF LA OPINION AT THIS POINT COULD HAVE 
SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS. PRESS SOURCES INFORM US 
OTHER PAPERS PREPARED TO TAKE UP CUDGELS IN LA 
OPINION FAVOR. JOURNALIST UNION AND OPPOSITION POLITICAL 
LEADERS PLAN TO FLOOD GOVERNMENT WITH PROTESTS IN EVENT 
OF CLOSURE. 
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